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Introduction to Comparative Literature 

Learning Objectives: 

• Developing a basic understanding of comparative Literature 

• Familiarising students with basic tools of comparative literature 

• Familiarising students with various frames of comparison 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will develop a basic understanding of the field of Comparative Literature 

• Students will develop the capacity to compare literary texts based on a frame of 

comparison 

• Students will be equipped with analytical tools to compare literary works. 

Syllabus: 

UNIT I 12 Hours 

Comparative literature: Definition, scope and methods  

UNIT II 11 Hours 

Comparative Literature in the World  

UNIT III 11 Hours 

Comparative Literature in India  

Weltliteratur/World Literature and Visva Sahitya  

 

UNIT IV 11 Hours 

Postcolonial and decolonial perspectives of comparative Literature  

Suggested Readings: 

A. O. ALDRIDGE dir., Comparative Literature, mater and method, University of Illinois Press, 

1969  

 J.-L. BACKES, La Littérature européenne, Belin, 1996  

 A. M. BOYER, Éléments de littérature comparée : III. Formes et genres, Hachette, 

1996.  P. BRUNEL, C. PICHOIS & A. M. ROUSSEAU, Qu'est-ce que la littérature comparée, 

Armand Colin, 1983, nouvelle éd. 1996.  

  P. BRUNEL, Y. CHEVREL dir., Précis de littérature comparée, P.U.F., 

1989.  Y. CHEVREL, La Littérature comparée, coll Que sais-je?, P.U.F., 1989. 

ZEPETNEK ST de, T. MUKHERJEE, eds. Companion to Comparative Literature, World 

Literatures, and Comparative Cultural Studies. Foundation Books 

Evaluation: The Internal assessment consists of marks secured in class tests, assignments/ 

presentations and attendance.  

The Continuous assessment will comprise of tutorials and attendance. Some of the activities that 

may be done as component of tutorials are as follows:. 

• Assignments/Presentations. 

• Literature review 

• Book review 

• Project activity (group) 

• Research cum presentation 

• Term Paper writing 



Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch, 

University of Delhi, from time to time. 
 


